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StffcieCT* Evacuation of OependMtsj Lunch. Toy! ar-John*om-bt«dy-*cJUughtun- 

Uorfurt 


«bm m 4 Alex it lunch with Hoc mi m today •*?**•••* the fol lowing 
views regarding the fvacuation of jjaBSBfaSBL 1 

1. Until the post few weeks. when nob action and anti -American sentl- 
nent hove be cone more menacing, they iU not favor the evacuation of dtpurftnti 
•t ell. They did not and do not favor evecuntlon because of any risks Inci- 
dent to US reprisal actions} this because they believe the risks In such a 
case to be gulte snail. They both favor evacuation now. however, because of 
the new dangers froe nob action. 

2, They are very concerned about the psychological Impact that evacu- 
ation of US dependents will have especially In Saigon. They describe the 
clinate In Saigon es Irritable and paranoid, with the ,< fArlc stretched 
tight.* There would be suspicions, despite our declarations that we are 
clearing the decks, that wo are actually preparing to bug out — or. In- 
consistently, that we anticipate air attacks on Saigon and are removing 
our loved ones to safe havens. They see the ’seeds of panic In Saigon If 
the US evacuates dependents. 

J. They described the best context for renewing dependents es one In 
which we are Initiating fhase II ‘ and Increasing the US forces In Vietnam. 
(Initiation of Phase II, they say, requires a government here that Is 'at 
least able to breathe.) An acceptable, but soon thin, context would be 
a reprisal. Absent even one military action to buttress our verbal ex- 
planation for the evacuation, they believe that we need a cc^l nation of 
two things <— (a) a minimal Vietnamese go ve r nmen t which can help sell the 
cl carl eg-t he -decks 1 ' Interpretation and (b) Increases In US forces by a 
nuaber exceeding the number of dependents evacuated. (Even this, they say, 
would only partially reduce the psychological damage.) 

♦. They fear that we may too soon find ourselves In the worst possible 
case — one In which we must evacuate after anti -American demonstrations 
and serious mob threats against US cl t Irens. They foresee such demon- 
strations and want the dependents already to have been removed. 

5. They reject as undesirable the Idea of keeping wives here while 
evacuating children. They would not allow working wives to stay. They 
report that there is unanimity In tba mission on this point. 
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t. Tiny tMak Ktioa «hwM k> UhM matt to stop tin flow of de pend * 
sets. Furthereore, they see tow writ to elosleg the Iryu l mb 1 idboi 
os of this cooing foil. It night he wounc s d this springs perhaps the 
bul I ding could he used for e hospital. 
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